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There are two sections - flowers stems that are few-leafy and those that are very leafy. 


¢ Few/no leaves on flower stems: the ground leaves may be large (e.g. dandelions) and the stem 
may have scales (e.g. coltsfoot, cat’s-ear); also includes Orange Hawkweed — Stems Unleafy 


¢ Many leaves (not scales) on flower stems (they may be small or narrow) — Stems Leafy 
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Stems Unleafy 


Common Mouse-Ear Hawkweed - Frequent in thin ground: quarries, edges and sometimes lawns. 


The flower stems don’t fork (1,2), having only one flower, and if apparent with long runners (2,5) with small distant leaves - compare Shetland next. 
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Pilosella officinarum = Hieracium pilosella 
Shetland Mouse-Ear Hawkweed - Patchily frequent in thin ground: road and pavement sides, 
derelict grounds; Freelands Road, but particularly the Ratho Station/Newbridge area. 


Stems fork to give 2-3 flowers (1,2), runners are leafy and so not conspicuous. Compare Common above. 


Pilosella flagellaris subsp. flagellaris 


Orange Hawkweed / Fox-and-Cubs - Frequent on road and pathsides. 


Unmistakable due to the usually orangey flowers. Hairs (3,5) are variable in type and colour. The leaves (2,4) tend to be longer than the Mouse-Ear 


Hawkweeds, and the stem may be a little leafy at times. 
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Pilosella aurantiaca 


Coltsfoot - Frequent in thin ground: canalside and quarries. 
The flowers have (1) scales up their stems, and the leaves (3) come after the flowers have appeared and are (4) white under. The leaves can 
sometimes get largish and might be confused with the related Butterburs. Flowers sometimes (2) rather reddened early on. The fruiting heads (5) 


may look like small dandelion clocks but have scales all up their stems which others “clockseed” plants lack. 


Tussilago farfara 


Autumn Hawkbit - Frequent in thin ground: roadsides and quarries. 

The base (3) of the flower head is usually hairy and blends gradually into the branched (2) stem rather than abrupt change of diameter. The leaves 
(1) are usually narrow and rather dissected but may at times (2) just be rather unlobed; hairs vary. Some dandelions may have similar leaves but 
have very different flower bases (3) and have flower stems (3,5) that are unridged and hollow (squeeze!). 


Scorzoneroides autumnalis = Leontodon autumnalis 


Catsear - Widespread in thin ground: pavement sides, quarries, short grass. 
The flower stems (1,3,4) are wiry, branched, hairless and solid, and at their the top (3) are a few scales leading into the hairless base of the flower. 
The leaves (2) ) it will look like dandelions from a distance. 
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Hypochaeris radicata 


Rough Hawkbit - Outside area: might be met (nice one by the path by Murrayfield Icerink). 
Rough and hairy, the hairs (4) have distinctive forked ends when viewed with a good magnification. The non-leaf-parts (3,4) are hairy in contrast 
with Cat’s-Ear’s unhairiness (Cat’s-Ear also has unforked hairs). 
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Leontodon hispidus 


Grand-Toothed Hawkweed - Widespread in all habitats with thin/stony soil. 
The base leaves are very variable, but their bases (2,4) usually have enlarged toothlike lobes that point toward the stem. The base of the flower (3) 
is rather to very black-glandy. There is usually (5, zoom) exactly one single small to moderate-sized stem leaf, sometimes a second tiny one. 
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Hieracium grandidens 


Common Hawkweed - Widespread in all habitats with thin soils. 


The stem usually (1) has a couple of leaves when examined, and the base of the flower (3) has very narrow segments with few glands. The variety in 


(4,5) has curved teeth (f. pseudosubramosum); (1) from the wall of the church and (5) 


shows 


(4) flourishing on Greendykes Bing in nearby Broxburn. 


Hieracium triviale Norrl.= Hieracium vulgatum Fr. Confusingly there is a H. neopinnatifidum Pugsley that was H. triviale Sell & Murrell 


Dandelion - Everywhere; many different species. 


There are a great number of species, which is why the leaves (and flowers and seeds) 
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are so varied, here a selection; (5) is from Ingliston. 
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Taraxacum agg. 


Stems Leafy 


Smooth Hawksbeard (var agrestis) - Patchy distribution: here at the Ratho Station rail bridge. 
The leaves have ears (2) at their bases and there is a main stem (1) that branches. The flower base (3) is the same as the next (var capillaris) having 
a circle of small out-curved bracts at the base, but all slightly larger. Generally unhairy-looking. 
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Crepis capillaris var. agrestis 


Smooth Hawksbeard (var capillaris) - Thin soils: Cement Works, back track to EICA. 
Same flower base (2) as the prior, but instead of a main stem has (1) a lot of diffuse slender often curving stems. Compare with Autumn Hawkbit 
which has a flowerhead that gradually blends into the stem and different flower base. 


Crepis capillaris var. capillaris 


Goat’s-Beard - Widespread in small patches on road, path and track sides. 


May go unnoticed since the leaves (1,2) are very narrow and the flowers (1,5) only open in the early morning. The narrow leaves (1,2) and large 
bracts (3) clasping the flower side, and often larger than the flower, are distinctive. 


Tragopogon pratensis subsp. minor 


Common Ragwort - Widespread. 


The flowers (1) are usually quite dense, and the leaves ispy-looking. 
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Jacobaea vulgaris = Senecio jacobaea 


Hybrid Common-Silver Ragwort - Dotted about at road and path edges near gardens. 


Slightly to somewhat silvery. This is the result of the white-coloured Silver Ragwort in gardens crossing with the wild Common Ragwort. 
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Senecio x albescens 


Marsh Ragwort - Occasional: Clifton, Linhouse, possibly nearer places. 
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Broad-leaved (like Common) but the lower leaves (2,4) rather large-ended, and the flowers (1) very well-spaced. 


eS 5S aS 


Jacobaea aquatica ssp aquatica = Senecio aquaticus ssp aquaticus 


Ragwort, Oxford - Frequently met: Bridge Inn carpark area, quarries, Cement Works. 


Leaves are variable: somewhat narrow and lobed, or their midpart broader. The flowers (1) are somewhat distant from each other. 


Senecio squalidus 


Narrow-Leaved Ragwort - Frequently met in thin soils: Nr Bridge Inn, pavement sides, Cement 
Work, quarries, derelict grounds, Ratho Station, Newbridge. 


Leaves are extremely narrow (1), usually not really lobed or toothed at the edges, but may be a little so when young. Sometimes upright, sometimes 
rather spreading. 


Senecio inaequidens 


Sticky Groundsel - Frequent in thin, disturbed soils: Baird Road side, Cement Works, around EICA. 


Petals (1,3,5) are noticeably small, the head and whole plant (2) greyish and extremely tacky to touch from the profuse covering of glandy hairs (3). 
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Senecio viscosus 


Heath Groundsel - Dalmahoy Hill (west end). 


Flowers (3) lacking clear petals (as Common Groundsel next) but is greyish-looking, tall (not sprawly), and the flowers’ green-surrounds (3) are 
purple-tipped (not black-marked). 


Senecio sylvaticus 


Common Groundsel - Widespread. 


Easily recognised around the village, the flowers have no petals, the stems often redden, its stature often untidy or sprawling. Unlike Heath 


Groundsel above, the green surrounding the flower (3) has black marks and the flowers are poorly stalked and closely cluster at least when young. 


Senecio vulgaris 


Daisy-Bush - Occasionally escapes, often grown: This from Dalmahoy area. 


Easily recognised by its (2) rather elliptical untoothed leaves and ragwort flowers, all very (2,4) hoary-haired. 


Senecio greyii 


Broad-Leaved Ragwort - Outside area: Cramond. 


Included for interest, a large area of this ragwort grows just south of Cramond Car Park. 
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Senecio sarracenicus 


Smooth Sowthistle - Widespread, particularly on pavement and path sides. 
Easily encountered, the leaves (2) meet and pass the stems without curling in circle, their edges slightly downturned. The leaves are very variable in 
surface (green or b (3) pale or almost white. 
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Sonchus oleraceus 


Prickly Sowthistle - Widespread. 


The leaves (2) meet the stem but there curl down and back with sides flared up. The leaves are usually toughish with a strong, glossy green surface 


and pale midline, the edges varying from crinkly (here) or not (see next). 


Sonchus asper 


Prickly Sowthistle (simple leafed form) - Occasional. 


As above but the leaves are not crinkly. 


Sonchus asper var. integrifolia (close to) 


Perennial Sowthistle - Patchily frequent: Canalside both ways, A8, A71, Cliftonhall Road. 
Notable for its (5,4) very large rather tatty-petalled flowers. There are yellow glands (3) on the green surrounding the flower and on the flower 
stalks. It used to be a great problem in crops, hence its older name, Corn Sowthistle. 
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Sonchus arvensis 


Wall Lettuce - Uncommon: Baird Road, Wilkieston Road, Clifton, Almondell. Common in the city. 


The flowers have five petals (3,5). Distinctive with its rather triangular leaf ends (1,2) and airy show of small flowers (4,5). 
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Mycelis muralis 


Great Lettuce - Uncommon: Baird Road; Craiglockhart, Philipstoun. 

The leaves (1) are either lobed as shown (var. lactucarii) or unlobed (var.virosa); the flowers (2,3) small in an airy display, with many outer petals; 
the leaves and stem (1) often reddening, with obvious bristles usually in the lower stem and along the midline under the leaf. The dark seeds (5) 
distinguish it from L. serriolata. 


Lactuca virosa var. lactucarii. 


Nipplewort - Widespread. 


An airy show of small yellow flowers (1,2) with moderate number of petals (3), the lower leaves (4) are large and usually hairy. 


=e 


~ 


os 


Lapsana communis subsp. communis 


Sunflower - Sporadically on walls and pathsides. 


Helianthus annuus 


Long-Leaved Hawkweed - Patchy: Baird Road, Canalside (e.g. Wester Hailes). 
Distinguished by its (1) long, slightly broad, willow-like leaves that taper at both ends. The flower is surrounded by (3) broad unhairy flat bracts. 
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Hieracium virgultorum 


Autumn Hawkweed (f. bladonii) - Patchy: Canalside (the Mooring), some points on Baird Road. 


Rather like the previous, but the upper leaves 


Hieracium sabaudum f. bladonii 


Umbellate Hawkweed - Outside area: Dalmeny; nearer? 


Included, as it may be spotted nearer: a similar Hawkweed from Hound Point, with the leaf edges (2) distinctively curled under, causing the teeth (4) 
to often point downwards. 
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Hieracium umbellatum subsp. umbellatum 


European Goldenrod - Patchy: Rockside east of EICA, by Clifton Aquaduct; also the Pentlands. 
Distinctive. This is the rather spreading form of the plant. 
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Solidago virgaurea 


Early Goldenrod - Patchy: Kirkliston; Canalside nr Wester Hailes, approaching Pumpherston. 
The upper stem and leaf surfaces (4) are hairless (except the vein under leaf). Canadian Goldenrod is similar but hairy in those places. The Kirkliston 
plants by the R. Almond need a proper visit in case they are Canadian Goldenrod, as they’ve just been viewed using a zoom. 


Solidago gigantea subsp. serotina 


Tansy - Patchily frequent: Canalside at Moorings, 
along the canal, trackside east off Baird Road. 


its opposite side, various other points both ways 


Distinctive with its (4,5) button-like flowers and (2) 
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fernlike leaves. The crushed flowerheads have an interesting smell. 


Tanacetum vulgare 


Common Leopard’s-Bane - Woods around Norton 


& Hillwood Quarries. 


The ground leaves (1) are broad and heart-shaped (compare next) and (2) 
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rather fuzzy looking from hairs particularly when young. 
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Doronicum pardalianches 


Plantain-Leaved Leopard’s-Bane - Outside area: Colinton Dell. 


A little off the area, but a useful comparison since it also gets around; the ground leaves (2,4) have tapering tips and usually bases. 
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Doronicum plantagineum 


Elecampane - Outside area: Dalmeny at Rail Bridge; Corstorphine. 


For comparison with other plants here, the area of this at the Rail Bridge is as you look over the wall to the bank to the sea. 


Inula helenium 


Leopard Plant - Escapee: Kirkliston by the stream from Pykes Pool. 


Distinctive. 


Ligularia dentata 


Common Fleabane - Riccarton. 


(4) felty-looking. 


Fairly 
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distinctive, the centre of the flower (5) is much larger than the outer petals, the plant is leafy and 
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Pulicaria dysenterica 


Pot Marigold - Quarries, places with earth movement, other waste spots, pathsides by gardens. 


Distinctive. Usually the flower is orange. The fruits (2) are rather interesting. 
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Calendula officinalis 


Corn Marigold - Sporadic: Quarries, places with earth movement; in some flower mixes. 
The leaves (2) are slightly bluish, toothy, and clasp the stems with their bases. In the past a greatly problematic crop weed. 
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Glebionis segetum = Chrysanthemum segetum 


Pineapple Weed - Widespread. 


Matricaria discoidea = Chamomilla suaveolans 


